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Charles Sumner and others, leaves even the hardened reader and the 
cynical with a feeling of nausea, perhaps even with a desire for some 
posthumous revenge on the perpetrators of this Outrage on Humanity, 
worse than anything recorded in the nineteenth century of the Turk in 
Europe or the European in Congoland" (p. 371). Apparently the 
South's keenest pleasure was that of witnessing the torturing of slaves 
(p- 377)- Of course this had its effect on the white population, and 
" manners, morals and speech were exceedingly coarse." 

" White children and young women were accustomed to such sights, 
such indecencies of speech and action as must have left them with no 
ignorance of the existence of filthy and refined sensuality. So crudely 
indecent in fact were the conditions of slave life that the slightly veiled 
concupiscence yet comparative lack of prurience in the eighteenth-cen- 
tury British and French West Indies — still more the grave Spanish 
propriety in clothing and personal demeanour in public life — seem posi- 
tively a glimpse of wholesomeness compared to the condition of South 
Carolina, Georgia, Northern Alabama, Mississippi, Texas, and Northern 
Louisiana in the first sixty years of the nineteenth century" (p. 379). 
He reproduces a statement that " The talents of the South all turn into 
two channels, politics and sensuality" (p. 380). 

If patience and space permitted it, such quotations could be multiplied 
a hundred times, to say nothing of numberless petty expressions which 
can be accounted for by nothing less than an obsession of jaundice toward 
everything in the remotest degree associated with the ante-bellum South 
and its people. 

The chief advice given the modern negro by the author is to " make 
plenty of money ". He places a high estimate upon this useful adjunct 
of civilization. " Money solves all human difficulties. It will buy you 
love and respect, power and social standing" (p. xi). He seems quite 
well satisfied, on the whole, with the progress made along this line by 
the descendants of those who managed to survive the ordeal of Southern 
slavery. But he is not at all pleased with the light way in which the 
South was let off after the Civil War, nor with the results of Reconstruc- 
tion. He thinks that so slight has been the retribution to the South, 
" in comparison with its Slavery record ", that future historians will 
either " think there is a chapter missing somewhere ; or be more than 
ever inclined to desert the old-fashioned view of God's judgments " 
(pp. 384, 385). 

Alfred Holt Stone. 

The Interest of America in International Conditions. By A. T. 
Mahan, D.C.L., LL.D., Captain, United States Navy. (Boston: 
Little, Brown, and Company. 1910. Pp. 212. ) 
This work of Captain Mahan is one of deep interest and of great 

suggestiveness. He prepares us for his general discussion of the present 
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relations of nations by tracing some of the consequences in the past of 
the shifting of the balance of power from time to time and of the 
existence of the European Concert. 

Entering upon his consideration of the present situation in Europe 
with these facts in mind, he makes a fine analysis of the factors in the 
development of the strength of Germany. He shows how from a condi- 
tion of weakness due to the division into small states and the friction 
between them the empire has simultaneously and rapidly developed its 
industrial, political, and military power, its spirit of loyalty, its sense of 
unity, and its ambition to be the leading European state. He contrasts 
the willingness of the German people to submit to rigorous governmental 
control with the independence and individualism of the citizens of Eng- 
land and of the United States, and indicates their consequent readiness 
to respond to the severest military demands and to submit to most bur- 
densome taxation for the construction of a great navy. Meanwhile 
common interests in their relations to other states have cemented a close 
military union between the empire and Austria-Hungary. Railways 
running to every frontier have made easy their common defense on 
interior lines against foes from any direction. 

The strong and rapidly growing German navy, the immense army 
behind it, possibly to be supported by that of Austria, and the commercial 
enterprise of German merchants and manufacturers, which is making 
itself felt in all the markets of the world, in competition especially with 
English trade, naturally cause great sensitiveness in Great Britain. This 
has called forth sharp expressions from the English, which has led to 
recrimination in Germany. "We will not permit equality with other 
Powers to be taken from us ", said the late Chancellor Biilow, " we will 
not allow the right to speak like them in the world to be contested. We 
have become a Great Power and with God's help we hope so to remain." 

Both parties in Great Britain agree that the German navy must be 
watched and held in the North Sea. Hence the British fleets in the 
Mediterranean and in Asiatic waters are greatly reduced to strengthen 
the home fleet, which is the only check on the German navy. 

It is obvious that the Asiatic situation has greatly affected the balance 
of power in Europe. The author thinks Great Britain was perhaps 
unwise in allowing Russia to be crushed by Japan, and thus relieving 
Germany from needing vigilance on her eastern frontier. 

Captain Mahan sets forth with emphasis that the United States, up- 
holding the Monroe Doctrine in America, and the Open Door in China, 
especially the latter, is affected by the European fluctuations of the 
balance of power, since the two great navies are drawn away from the 
Pacific to the vicinity of the North Sea. While there seems no present 
disposition in Europe to interfere with the Monroe Doctrine, we cannot 
say how strongly we may need to guard the Open Door for the free 
access to Oriental markets and the opportunity for desirable financial 
operations in the East. Whether the treaty of last July between Russia 
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and Japan, who by reason of rival interests in the Far East do not love 
each other, means serious obstacles for us in Manchuria is not yet quite 
apparent. 

But while our Atlantic coast appears to be reasonably secure, the 
Pacific Ocean seems now to be left in the hands of Japan and the United 
States. Captain Mahan does not expressly say whether in his opinion 
any danger to us is imminent from that fact, but he does point out that 
our Pacific coast is the most exposed part of our territory. 

In all his expositions of the situation in which nations now find them- 
selves Captain Mahan takes pains to say that the most delicate and 
complicated relations do not necessa'rily mean war. But he points out in 
a masterly way the facts that enable us to understand how wise must be 
the statesmanship, which in circumstances easily conceivable can per- 
form the difficult task of avoiding it. The book deserves the careful 
attention of every student of current history. 

MINOR NOTICES 

Quellenkunde zur Weltgeschichte: Ein Handbuch. Unter Mitwirk- 
ung von Dr. Adolf Hofmeister, Privatdozent an der Universitat Berlin, 
und Dr. Rudolf Stiibe, Oberlehrer in Leipzig, bearbeitet und herausge- 
geben von Dr. Paul Herre, Privatdozent an der Universitat Leipzig. 
(Leipzig, Dieterich, 1910, pp. xii, 400.) This volume represents an 
attempt on the part of its authors to present a bibliography of universal 
history — a work such as Langlois in his Manuel de Bibliographic His- 
torique (1896, p. 98) called "mongrel, neither entirely elementary nor 
entirely scientific ". Notwithstanding this condemnation it must be 
acknowledged that a work such as this is extremely useful. With the 
veritable flood of historical productions there is needed a book which 
will give the ordinary reader a few indications as to what are con- 
sidered some of the best works on a historical topic in which he may be 
interested. Even the scholar will find such a bibliography an excellent 
starting-point, and the college student, who is not specializing in history, 
will find it answering most of his needs. 

This work is compiled from the German point of view, much the 
greatest number of treatises cited being German and the sections de- 
voted to German history being more elaborate than those dealing with 
other countries. Works in languages other than Latin and those of 
Germanic and Romance origin are not cited. 

In arrangement the work is patterned after Dahlmann-Waitz. No 
critical estimates of books are attempted except in so far as large type 
is used for the important works. The four large divisions : Universal, 
Ancient, Medieval, and Modern history are subdivided into a general 
survey and smaller chronological periods, and these in turn are divided 
by countries. Marginal indices for the latter show whether the titles are 
" sources ", " political ", " constitutional ", " industrial ", " religious ", et 



